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Document Handout 5: Jacobinism.  
 

The 4 verses of text of the seven verses of the Marseillaise in French, with an English 

translation:  

Allons enfants de la Patrie, 
Le jour de gloire est arrivé ! 

Contre nous de la tyrannie, 
L'étendard sanglant est levé ! 

L'étendard sanglant est levé ! 
Entendez-vous dans les campagnes 
Mugir ces féroces soldats ? 

Ils viennent jusque dans nos bras 
Egorger nos fils et nos compagnes ! 

Arise children of the fatherland  
The day of glory has arrived  

Against us tyranny's  
Bloody standard is raised 

Bloody standard is raised 
Can you hear in the fields  
The howling of these fearsome soldiers?  

They are coming into our midst  
To cut the throats of our sons and consorts!  

Aux armes, citoyens ! 

Formez vos bataillons ! 

Marchons ! marchons ! 
Qu'un sang impur 
Abreuve nos sillons ! 

To arms, citizens,  

Form in battalions,  

March, march!  
Let impure blood  
Water our furrows! 

Que veut cette horde d'esclaves, 
De traîtres, de rois conjurés ? 
Pour qui ces ignobles entraves, 

Ces fers dès longtemps préparés ? 
Ces fers dès longtemps préparés ? 

Français, pour nous, ah! quel outrage ! 
Quels transports il doit exciter ! 

C'est nous qu'on ose méditer 
De rendre à l'antique esclavage ! 

What do they want this horde of slaves  
Of traitors and conspiratorial kings?  
For whom these vile chains  

These long-prepared irons? 
These long-prepared irons? 

Frenchmen, for us, ah! What outrage  
What methods must be taken?  

It is we they dare plan  
To return to the old slavery! 

Aux armes, citoyens ! 

 

To arms, citizens,  

 

Quoi ! ces cohortes étrangères 
Feraient la loi dans nos foyers ! 

Quoi ! ces phalanges mercenaires 
Terrasseraient nos fiers guerriers ! 

Terrasseraient nos fiers guerriers ! 
Grand Dieu ! par des mains enchaînées 

Nos fronts sous le joug se ploieraient ! 
De vils despotes deviendraient 
Les maîtres de nos destinées ! 

What! These foreign cohorts 
Would make laws in our homes!  

What! These mercenary phalanxes  
Would cut down our proud warriors 

Would cut down our proud warriors 
Good Lord! By chained hands  

Our brow would yield under the yoke  
Vile despots would have themselves be  
The masters of our destinies! 

Aux armes, citoyens ! 
To arms, citizens,  

 

 

Tremblez, tyrans et vous perfides, 
L'opprobre de tous les partis, 

Tremblez ! vos projets parricides 
Vont enfin recevoir leurs prix ! 

Vont enfin recevoir leurs prix ! 
Tout est soldat pour vous combattre, 
S'ils tombent, nos jeunes héros, 

La terre en produit de nouveaux, 
Contre vous tout prêts à se battre ! 

 

Tremble, tyrants and traitors  
The shame of all good men  

Tremble! Your parricidal schemes  
Will finally receive their just reward 

Will finally receive their just reward 
Against you, everyone is a soldier,  
If they fall, our young heroes,  

France will bear new ones  
Ready to join the fight against you!  

Aux armes, citoyens ! 

 

To arms, citizens,  
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Decree against Profiteers 

In July 1793, faced with a restive populace angered by continuing shortages of food in Paris, the 
Convention followed the lead of the sections in blaming the high price of bread on "profiteers" in the 
countryside, who were taking advantage of their fellow citizens by charging abnormally high prices for 
grain. This decree, the first of a series of such condemnations by the Con vention, responded to the notion 
that manipulation of the marketplace for the purpose of self–enrichment was contrary to morality and to 

law because it harmed fellow citizens and thus undermined the liberty of all.  

26 July 1793 

1. Monopoly is a capital crime. 

2. Those who keep out of circulation essential merchandise or commodities, which they buy and 
hold stored in any place whatsoever without offering them for sale daily and publicly, are declared 

guilty of monopoly. 

3. Those who cause essential commodities and merchandise to perish, or willfully allow them to 

perish, likewise are declared monopolists.  

4. The essential commodities and merchandise are: bread, meat, wine, grain, flour, vegetables, 
fruit, butter, vinegar, cider, brandy, charcoal, tallow, wood, oil, soda, soap, salt, dried, smoked, salted, 
or pickled meat and fish, honey, sugar, hemp, paper, worked and unworked wool, hides, iron and steel, 
copper, clothing, linen, and generally all stuffs, as well as the raw materials used in their manufacture, 

excepting silk goods. 

5. – 7 details of enforcement by sections and local community commissioners  

8. One week after publication and proclamation of the present decree, those who have not made 
the declarations prescribed thereby shall be considered monopolists, and, as such , punished with 
death; their property shall be confiscated, and the commodities or merchandise which constitute a part 

thereof shall be placed on sale as indicated in the preceding articles.  

9. Those convicted of making false declarations, or of countenancing substitutions of names of 
persons or property relative to warehouses and merchandise, likewise shall be punished with death.  
Public functionaries, as well as the commissioners appointed to effect the sales, who are convicted of 

abusing their offices to protect monopolists, also shall be punished with death. 

Decree of the National Convention, 23 August 1793.  “Levee en masse” 

The six-page decree of the National Assembly, drafted by Lazare Carnot—the "architect of victory"—begins 

with the famous exhortation: 

1. From this moment until that in which the enemy shall have been driven from the soil of the Republic, all 

Frenchmen are in permanent requisition for the service of the armies. The young men shall go to battle; the 

married men shall forge arms and transport provisions; the women shall make tents and clothing and shall 

serve in the hospitals; the children shall turn old linen into lint; the aged shall betake themselves to the public 

places in order to arouse the courage of the warriors and preach the hatred of kings and the unity of the 

Republic.  

 

2. The national buildings shall be converted into barracks, the public places into workshops for arms, the soil 

of the cellars shall be washed in order to extract there from the saltpeter.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lazare_Carnot
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1793levee.html
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3. The arms of the regulation caliber shall be reserved exclusively for those who shall march against the 

enemy; the service of the interior shall be performed with hunting pieces and side arms.  

 

4. The saddle horses are put into requisition to complete the cavalry corps the draft horses, other than those 

employed in agriculture, shall convey the artillery and the provisions.  

 

5. The Committee of Public Safety is charged to take all necessary measures to set up without delay an 

extraordinary manufacture of arms of every sort which corresponds with the ardor and energy of the French 

people. It is, accordingly, authorized to form all the establishments, factories, workshops, and mills which 

shall be deemed necessary for the carrying on of these works, as well as to put in requisition, within the 

entire extent of the Republic, the artists and workingmen who can contribute to their success.  

 

6. The representatives of the people sent out for the execution of the present law shall have the same 

authority in their respective districts, acting in concert with the Committee of Public Safety; they are invested 

with the unlimited powers assigned to the representatives of the people to the armies.  

 

7. Nobody can get himself replaced in the service for which he shall have been requisitioned. The public 

functionaries shall remain at their posts. 

 

In his classic history of the Revolution Georges Lefebvre notes that the levy was in part a response to pressure 

from below for more radical political and military measures, and moreover notes that the decree marked an 

important step in the efforts of the Committee of Public Safety—hence, the role of the calculating and 

systematic Carnot—to take control of an unruly revolutionary society that required discipline if it hoped to be 

victorious.  

 

"Terror Is the Order of the Day" 

Responding to pressure from the sections, the Convention voted on 5 September 1793, to declare 
that "Terror is the Order of the Day," meaning that the government, through internal "revolutionary 
armies" that were formed two days later,should and would use force against its own citizens to ensure 
compliance with its laws, including the law of the Maximum. 

The president [Robespierre] announces that a large number of Parisian citizens were requesting 

permission to enter the chamber and have their delegation present a petition.  

The delegation is introduced, headed by the mayor and several mun icipal officers. 

Chaumette: Citizen legislators, the citizens of Paris are tired of a situation that has been uncertain 
and wavering for too long and want to settle thei r fate once and for all. Europe’s tyrants, along with 
the state’s internal enemies, persist outrageously in their hideous plot to starve the French People into 
submission and to force them to shamefully trade their liberty and sovereignty for a piece of bread - 

something they will certainly never do. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georges_Lefebvre
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New lords, just as cruel, just as greedy, and just as brazen as those they replaced, have risen up 
in the ruins of feudalism. They have leased or bought the properties of their former masters and 
continue to follow the well -worn paths of crime, to profit from public misery, to stem the tide of 

abundance, and to tyrannize those who destroyed tyranny.  

Another class, as greedy and as criminal as the first, has seized control of [the supply of] basic 
necessities. You have dealt them a blow, but they were only dazed. They continue to plunder beneath 

the very nose of the law. 

You have passed wise laws, laws that promise happiness. But they have not been implemented 
because the power to do so is lacking. If you do not create that power quickly, these laws risk becoming 

obsolete almost at birth. 

At this very moment, the enemies of the state are raising their swords against it . . . swords  
already stained with the state’s own blood. You both possess and implement the needed skills which 
then, in republican hands, change metal into weapons capable of fellin g tyrants. But where are the 

hands that can drive these weapons into the traitors' breasts?  

Hidden domestic enemies, freely speaking the word "liberty," stem the flow of life. In spite of 
your benevolent laws, they close granaries and coolly engage in the heinous calculation of how much 
they stand to make from a famine, a riot, or a massacre. Your spirit buckles at the very thought,  so you 
turn over the granaries’ keys and the execrable ledgers of these monsters back to the administrators. 
But where is the strong hand that will forcefully turn that key so fatal to such traitors? Where is that 
proud and impassible being, unyielding to conspiracy and corruption, who will tear out the pages of the 
book that has been written with the People’ s blood, immediately commuting it into a death sentence 
against those who are starving the nation? 

Every day we learn of new betrayals and new crimes. Every day we become upset at the 
discovery and the reappearance of new conspiracies. Every day new disturbances stir up the Re public, 
ready to drag it into their stormy whirlwinds, hurling it into the bottomless abyss of the centuries to 
come. But where is that powerful being whose terrible cry will reawaken sleeping justice; or rather 
justice that has been paralyzed, dazed by the clamor of factions and force it at last to strike off 
criminal heads? Where is that powerful being who will crush all these reptiles who corrupt everything 
they touch and whose venomous stings stir up our citizens, transforming political gatherings into 

gladiatorial arenas where each passion, each interest, finds apologists and armies?  

Legislators, it is time to put an end to the impious struggle that has been going on since 1789 
between the sons and daughters of the nation and those who have abandoned it . Your fate, and ours, is 
tied to the unvarying establishment of the republic. We must either destroy its enemies, or they will 
destroy us. They have thrown down the gauntlet in the midst of the People, who have picked it up. They 
have stirred up agitation. They have attempted to separate, to divide the mass of the citizens, in order 
to crush the People and to avoid being crushed themselves. Today, the mass of the People, who are 

without resources, must destroy them using their own weight and willpower. . .  . 

. . . Legislators, the immense gathering of citizens who assembled yesterday and today in the 
Commune building, and in the square outside it, passed only one resolution, which is brought to you by a 
delegation. It is: Food, and to get it, strength for the law . As a result, we are charged with demanding 
the creation of the revolutionary army which you have already decreed but which the guilty, through 
plotting and fear, have aborted. [Unanimous applause breaks out several times.] Let this army form its 
core in Paris immediately, and from every department through which it passes, let all men join who want 
a republic united and indivisible. Let an incorruptible and formidable tribunal follow this army, as well 
as that deadly tool which, with a single stroke,  ends both the conspiracies and the days of their authors. 
Let this tribunal be tasked with making avarice and cupidity cough up the wealth of the land, that 
inexhaustible wet nurse of all children. Let it bear the following words on its standards, which s hall be 
its constant order: Peace to men of good will; war on those who would starve people; protection for the 

weak; war on tyrants; justice; and no oppression.  

Finally, let this army be established such that there remains in each city sufficient forces t o 

restrain malicious people. . . . 
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Billaud-Varenne: It is by taking advantage of the energy of the People that we will finally 
exterminate the enemies of the revolution. We will lack neither food supplies nor plots of land on which 
to grow this food. Even more importantly, and what we must hope for, is that all the malicious people 
disappear from the face of the earth. As we stated before the Convention, it is finally time, it is more 
than time, that we settle the fate of the revolution. Indeed, we must congratulate ourselves, for it is in 
fact the very misfortunes of the People that increase their energy and make us equal to the task of 
exterminating our enemies. . . . The time has come to act . . . the time for deliberations is over. We must 
place all our enemies under arrest this very day. [Applause] 

If revolutions drag on, it is because only half measures are taken. Let us leave it to weaker minds 
to worry about the results of the revolution. We work everything out . . . we see the grand vision of 
what must be achieved for the happiness of the People . . . let us boldly go along the path we have set 
for ourselves. Let us save the People, they will assist us. They want liberty regardless of the price. Let us 
crush the enemies of the revolution, and starting  today, let the government take action, let the laws be 

executed, let the lot of the People be strengthened, and let liberty be saved.  

Danton: . . . You have just proclaimed to all of France that it is still in a real and active state of 
revolution. Well, this revolution must be consummated. You must never fear movements that could tempt 
counterrevolutionaries in Paris, who would no doubt like to extinguish the flame of liberty where it burns 
the brightest. But the immense number of true patriots, of sans-culottes who have crushed their enemies a 
hundred times, still exists [and] is ready to take action. We only need to know how to lead them, and 
once again they will confound and foil all conspiracies. It is not enough to have a revolutionary army; 
you must be revolutionary yourselves. Remember that industrious men who live by the sweat of their 
brow cannot attend the sections and that it is only when the true patriots are absent that scheming can 
take over the section meetings. Therefore decree that two large section-meetings be held each week, 
and that the man of the People who attends these political assemblies will receive just remuneration for 

the time spent away from his work. 

It is also good that you proclaim to all our enemies that we are determined to  be continually and 
completely prepared for them. You have ordered thirty million [ francs] placed at the disposal of the 
Minister of War in order to manufacture weapons. Decree that this emergency production cease only 
when the nation has given a gun to each citizen. Let us announce the firm resolution of having as many 
guns and almost as many cannon as there are sans-culottes. [Applause] Let it be the republic that puts a 
gun into the hands of the citizen, the true patriot, and let the republic say to him, "The country entrusts 
this weapon to you with for its defense. You will stand up for your country each month of the year, as 
well as any other time you are required to do so by the national authority." Let a gun be our most 
sacred object. . .let each of us lose our life rather than our gun. [Applause] I therefore ask that you 
decree at least 100 million [francs] to produce all kinds of weapons because, had we all had arms, we 
would all have marched. It is the lack of weapons that enslaves us. A country in danger will never be 

short of citizens. 

 

The Law of Suspects 

This law, passed on 17 September 1793, authorized the creation of revolutionary tribunals to try 
those suspected of treason against the Republic and to punish those convicted with death. This legislation in 
effect made the penal justice system into the enforcement arm of the revolutionary government, which 
would now set as its primary responsibility not only the maintenance of public order but also the much more 
difficult and controversial task of identifying internal enemies of the Republic—such as "profiteers" who 
violated the Maximum—and then removing them from the citizenry, where they might subver t the general 

will. 

1. Immediately after the publication of the present decree, all suspects within the territory of the 

Republic and still at large, shall be placed in custody.  

2. The following are deemed suspects:  
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1– those who, by their conduct, associations, comments, or writings have shown themselves 

partisans of tyranny or federalism and enemies of liberty;  

2– those who are unable to justify, in the manner prescribed by the decree of 21 March, their 

means of existence and the performance of their civic duties; 

3– those to whom certificates of patriotism have been refused;  

4– civil servants suspended or dismissed from their positions by the National Convention or by its 
commissioners, and not reinstated, especially those who have been or are to be dismissed by virtue of 
the decree of 14 August; 

5– those former nobles, together with husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, sons or daughters, 
brothers or sisters, and agents of the émigrés, who have not constantly demonstrated their  devotion to 

the Revolution; 

6– those who have emigrated between 1 July 1789, and the publication of the decree of 30 
March (8 April 1792), even though they may have returned to France within the period established by 

said decree or prior thereto. 

The Maximum 

In September 1793 the Convention furthered its role as the guarantor of the basic right to 
subsistence of all citizens by instituting price maximums on all essential consumer goods, especially 
foodstuffs, and on wages paid in the production of those goods. The Maximum was to remain in effect, at 
least theoretically, until the end of 1794 and thereafter would remain for historians evidence that the 
"revolutionary government" was concerned with more than merely executions, but with enlarging the 
meanings of "virtue" and "fraternity" to include a concern for the material well–being as well as political 
rights of all citizens. Yet the gradual abandonment of price controls, as politicians faced pressure from 

producers, suggested hypocrisy to many contemporaries. 

29 September 1793 

1. The articles which the National Convention has deemed essential, and the maximum or highest 
price of which it has believed it should establish, are: fresh meat, salt meat and bacon, butter, sweet 
oil, cattle, salt fish, wine, brandy, vinegar, cider, beer, firewood, charcoal, coal, candles, lamp oil, salt, 
soda, sugar, honey, white paper, hides, iron, cast iron, lead, steel, copper, hemp, linens, woolens, stuffs, 
canvases, the raw materials which are used for fabrics, wooden shoes, s hoes, turnips and rape, soap, 

potash, and tobacco. . . . 

7. All persons who sell or purchase the merchandise specified in article 1 for more than the 
maximum price stated and posted in each department shall pay, jointly and severally, through the 
municipal police, a fine of double the value of the article sold, and payable to the informer; they shall 
be inscribed upon the list of suspected persons, and treated as such. The purchaser shall not be subject 
to the penalty provided above if he denounces the contravention of the seller; and every merchant shall 

be required to have a list bearing the maximum or highest price of his merchandise visible in his shop.  

8. The maximum or highest figure for salaries, wages, manual labor, and days of labor in every 
place shall be established, dating from the publication of the present law until the month of September 

next, by the general councils of the communes, at the same rate as in 1790, plus one -half. 

9. The municipalities may put in requisition and punish, according to circumstances, with three 
days' imprisonment, workmen, manufacturers, and divers laborers who refuse, without legitimate 

grounds, to do their usual work. . . .  

17. During the war, all exportation of essential merchandise or commodities is prohibited on all 

frontiers, under any name or commission whatsoever, with the exception of salt.  


