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1. In mid-1898 the reformist scholar Kang Youwei delivered the following 

advisory memorandum to the Guangxu Emperor, which helped precipitate the 

Hundred Days reforms:  

A survey of all states in the world will show that those states that undertook reforms 

became strong while those states that clung to the past perished. The consequences of 

clinging to the past and the effects of opening up new ways are thus obvious. If Your 

Majesty, with your discerning brilliance, observes the trends in other countries, you will 

see that if we can change, we can preserve ourselves; but if we cannot change, we shall 

perish. Indeed if we can make a complete change, we shall become strong, but if we only 

make limited changes, we shall still perish. If Your Majesty and his ministers investigate 

the source of the disease, you will know that this is the right prescription. 

Our present trouble lies in our clinging to old institutions without knowing how to change. 

In an age of competition between states, to put into effect methods appropriate to an era of 

universal unification and laissez-faire is like wearing heavy furs in summer or riding a high 

carriage across a river. This can only result in having a fever or getting oneself drowned. 

It is a principle of things that the new is strong but the old weak; that new things are fresh 

but old things rotten; that new things are active but old things static. If the institutions are 

old, defects will develop. Therefore there are no institutions that should remain unchanged 

for a hundred years. Moreover, our present institutions are but unworthy vestiges of the 

Han, Tang, Yiian, and Ming dynasties; they are not even the institutions of the [Manchu] 

ancestors. In fact, they are the products of the fancy writing and corrupt dealing of petty 

officials rather than the original ideas of the ancestors. To say that they are the ancestral 

institutions is insult to the ancestors. Furthermore, institutions are for the purpose of 

preserving one’s territories. Now that the ancestral territory cannot be preserved, what 

good is it to maintain the ancestral institutions? 

Although there is a desire to reform, yet if the national policy is not fixed and public 

opinion not united, it will be impossible for us to give up the old and adopt the new. The 

national policy is to the state just as the rudder is to the boat or the pointer is to the 

compass. It determines the direction of the state and shapes the public opinion of the 

country. 

Nowadays the court has been undertaking some reforms, but the action of the emperor is 

obstructed by the ministers, and the recommendations of the able scholars are attacked by 

old-fashioned bureaucrats. If the charge is not “using barbarian ways to change China” 

then it is “upsetting the ancestral institutions.” Rumors and scandals are rampant, and 

people fight each other like fire and water. To reform in this way is as ineffective as 

attempting a forward march by walking backward. It will inevitably result in failure. 

Your Majesty knows that under the present circumstances reforms are imperative and old 

institutions must be abolished. I beg Your Majesty to make up your mind and to decide on 
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the national policy. After the fundamental policy is determined, the methods of 

implementation must vary according to what is primary and what is secondary, what is 

important and what is insignificant, what is strong and what is weak, what is urgent and 

what can wait… If anything goes wrong, no success can be achieved… 

I beg Your Majesty to adopt the purpose of Peter the Great of Russia as our purpose and to 

take the Meiji Reforms of Japan as the model for our reform. The time and place of Japan’s 

reform are not remote and her religion and customs are somewhat similar to ours. Her 

success is manifest; her example can be easily followed. 

2. In 1898 the Peking Times published a summary account of the Guangxu 

Emperor’s plans for reform and liberalisation, later known as the Hundred 

Days Reforms:  

1. The establishment of a university at Peking.    

2. The sending of imperial clansmen to foreign countries to study the forms and conditions of        

European and American government.    

3. The encouragement of the arts, sciences and modern agriculture.    

4. The Emperor is willing to hear the objections of the conservatives to progress and reform.    

5. Abolition of the literary essay as a prominent part of the governmental examinations.   

 6. Censure of those who attempted to delay the establishment of the Peking Imperial University.    

7. Urging the Lu-Han railway should be prosecuted with more vigour and expedition.    

8. The adoption of Western arms and drill for all the Tartar troops.    

9. The establishment of agricultural schools in all the provinces to teach the farmers improved 

methods of agriculture.   

 10. The introduction of patent and copyright laws.   

 11. The Board of War and Foreign Office ordered to report on the reform of the military 

examinations.    

12. Special rewards offered to inventors and authors.   

 13. The officials ordered to encourage trade and assist merchants.    

14. School boards ordered established in every city in the empire.    

15. Bureaus of Mines and Railroads to be established.   

 16. Journalists encouraged to write on all political subjects.    

17. Naval academies and training-ships ordered.   
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 18. The ministers and provincial authorities called upon to assist and understand the Emperor in 

his efforts at reform.    

19. Schools ordered in connection with all the Chinese legations in foreign countries for the benefit 

of the children of Chinese in those places.    

20. Commercial bureaus were ordered in Shanghai for the encouragement of trade.   

21. Six useless Boards in Peking abolished.    

22. The right to memorialize the throne in sealed memorials granted to all who desired to do so.    

23. Two presidents and four vice-presidents of the Board of Rites dismissed for disobeying the 

Emperor’s orders that memorials should be allowed to come to him unopened.    

24. The governorships of Hupeh, Kuangtung, and Yunnan abolished for being a useless expense to 

the country.    

25. Schools of instruction in the preparation of tea and silk to be established.    

26. The slow courier posts abolished in favour of the Imperial Customs Post.   

 27. A system of budgets as in Western countries approved.  

3.  Fei Ch’i-hao was a Chinese Christian who survived the anti-foreign and 

anti-Christian backlash of 1899-1901. Here he describes the growing unrest 

that led to the Boxer Rebellion: 

The people of Shanxi are naturally timid and gentle, not given to making disturbances, being the 

most peaceable people in China. So our Shanxi Christians were hopeful for themselves, even when 

the reports from the coast grew more alarming. 

 But there was one thing which caused us deep apprehension, and that was the fact that the wicked, 

cruel Yu Hsien, the hater of foreigners, was the newly appointed Governor of Shanxi. He had 

previously promoted the Boxer movement in Shantung, and had persuaded the Empress Dowager 

that the Boxers had supernatural powers and were true patriots. 

 The wicked Governor, Yü Hsien, scattered proclamations stating that the foreign religions 

overthrew morality and inflamed men to do evil, so now gods and men were stirred up against 

them, and Heaven’s legions had been sent to exterminate the foreign devils. Moreover there were 

the Boxers, faithful to their sovereign, loyal to their country, determined to unite in wiping out the 

foreign religion. He also offered a reward to all who killed foreigners, either titles or office or 

money. 

 So when the highest official in the province took such a stand in favor of the Boxers, what could 

inferior officials do? People and officials bowed to his will, and all who enlisted as Boxers were in 

high favor. It was a time of license and anarchy, when not only Christians were killed, but hundreds 

of others against whom individual Boxers had a grudge. 
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 Early in June my college friend K’ung Hsiang Hsi came back from T’ungchou for his vacation, 

reporting that the state of affairs there and at Peking was growing worse, that the local officials 

were powerless against the Boxers, and that the Boxers, armed with swords, were constantly 

threatening Christians scattered in the country. Late in July a proclamation of the Governor was 

posted in the city in which occurred the words, “Exterminate foreigners, kill devils.” Native 

Christians must leave the church or pay the penalty with their lives. 

 Li Yij and I talked long and earnestly over plans for saving the lives of our beloved missionaries. 

“You must not stay here waiting for death,” we said. Yet we realized how difficult it would be to 

escape. Foreigners with light hair and fair faces are not easily disguised. Then where could they go? 

4. Although Western historians and conservative Chinese historians have 

been critical of the Boxers, an alternative view in China sees the Boxers as 

patriotic defenders of China. This account appeared in China in 1976:  

The world-shaking Yi Ho Tuan Movement [Boxers] is the glory and pride of the Chinese people. It 

laid a cornerstone for the great victory of their revolution fifty years later. It gave the invaders a 

taste of the people’s heavy fist and shattered their fond dream of partitioning China. Earlier, they 

had arrogantly boasted that with 10,000 soldiers carrying modern arms they could subjugate all 

China. 

Clamour for partition had filled the air. But after the Yi Ho Tuan mounted the political stage, this 

claptrap was no longer heard – not because the imperialists had changed in their aggressive nature 

and their desire to carve up China, but because the mighty Chinese people had taught them a bitter 

lesson through the Yi Ho Tuan… 

 To the Chinese people the Yi Ho Tuan Movement brought a better understanding of imperialism, 

strengthening them in attacks against its rule in China. The imperialist powers liked to pose as 

guardians of civilisation. The crimes of their soldiery on Chinese soil bared this lie, unmasking 

their real savagery for all to see. 

 Further, the Yi Ho Tuan Movement exposed the treasonous character of the Qing government. It 

both weakened the feudal ruling power and precipitated the subsequent growth of the revolutionary 

movement. 

 These great and historic merits of the Yi Ho Tuan can never be obliterated. Yet the Yi Ho Tuan 

Movement has long been abused and slandered by the imperialists and all reactionary forces. In its 

own day, the imperialists labelled it a manifestation of the ‘hostility of the yellow race towards the 

white race’ and of ‘Chinese hatred for European culture and civilisation’. Imperialist lackeys 

dubbed it ‘irrational’. And 50 years later… a US Secretary of State, Dean Acheson, slandered it as 

an anti-foreign disturbance… 

 Not in vain did the Yi Ho Tuan heroes shed their blood. Their patriotism and dauntless courage 

will inspire the Chinese people forever. In the annals of the Chinese nation, the anti-imperialist and 

anti-feudal exploits of the Yi Ho Tuan will always be a lustrous chapter 
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5. Boxer Protocol Sept 1901 

The agents of Germany, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Spain, United States, France, Great Britain, 

Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Russia and China have met for the purpose of declaring that China has 

complied with the conditions laid down in the note of December 22nd 1900, and which were 

accepted in their entirety by His Majesty the Emperor of China on December 27th 1900. 

Article One 

1. The Ambassador of His Majesty the Emperor of China is directed to convey to His Majesty the 

German Emperor the expression of the regrets of His Majesty the Emperor of China and of the 

Chinese Government at the assassination of his Excellency the late Baron von Ketteler, German 

Minister. 

2. The Chinese Government has stated that it will erect on the spot of the assassination of his 

Excellency the late Baron von Ketteler, commemorative monument worthy of the rank of the 

deceased, and bearing an inscription in the Latin, German, and Chinese languages which shall 

express the regrets of His Majesty the Emperor of China for the murder committed. 

Article Two 

2. An Imperial Edict, promulgated August 19th 1901, ordered the suspension of official 

examinations for five years in all cities where foreigners were massacred or submitted to cruel 

treatment. 

Article Five 

China has agreed to prohibit the importation into its territory of arms and ammunition, as well as of 

materials exclusively used for the manufacture of arms and ammunition. An Imperial Edict has 

been issued on August 25th, forbidding said importation for a term of two years. New Edicts may 

be issued subsequently extending this by other successive terms of two years in case of necessity 

recognized by the Powers. 

By an Imperial Edict dated May 29th 1901, His Majesty the Emperor of China agreed to pay the 

Powers an indemnity of 450,000,000 taels. This sum represents the total amount of the indemnities 

for States, Companies, or Societies, private individuals and Chinese. These 450,000,000 constitute 

a gold debt calculated at the rate of the tael to the gold currency of each country… This sum in gold 

shall shall bear interest at four per cent per annum, and the capital shall be reimbursed by China in 

39 years, in the manner indicated in the annexed plan. Capital and interest shall be payable in gold 

or at the rates of exchange corresponding to the dates at which the different payments fall due. 

Article Seven 

The Chinese Government has agreed that the quarter occupied by the Legations shall be considered 

as one specially reserved for their use and placed under their exclusive control, in which Chinese 

shall not have the right to reside, and which may be made defensible. 

 


